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effect, whether of sound or of touch, has to be conveyed
to the brain by the nerve-threads, and this transmission
takes a certain space of time, only a minute fraction of a
second. But the ego, when out of the body, is able to
perceive with absolute instantaneity without the use of the
nerves, and is consequently aware of what happens just
that minute fraction of a second before the information
reaches his physical brain, and in that barely appreciable
space of time he appears to compose a kind of drama or
series of scenes, leading up to and culminating in the event
which awakens the physical body.

Another result which follows from the ego's super-
normal method of time-measurement is that in some degree
prevision is possible to him; he foresees at times events that
will be of interest or importance to his lower personality,
and makes more or less successful endeavours to impress
them upon it.

Again, the ego when out of the body during sleep
appears to think in symbols, so that what down here
would be an idea requiring many words to express it, is
perfectly conveyed to him by a single symbolical image.
Such a thought or symbol, when remembered in the waking
consciousness of course needs translation.   Often the
mind duly performs this function, but sometimes the
symbol is recollected without its key, and then confusion
arises. Most dreamers agree that to dream of deep water
signifies approaching trouble, and that pearls are a sign
of tears.

4. DREAMS

It is thus seen that the factors in the production of
dreams may be: